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STRATFORD INVITING MRS. INGRAM TO COTTON HOUSE . .. THE FIGHT IN THE FIELD ROAD . .. THE SLAYING OF STRATFORD.
-These three illustrations, drawn by Courier Staff Artist Samuel Milai. present Mrs. Ingram’s version of the slaying of John Stratford.

Life Story of Mrs. Rosa Lee Ingram

EDITOR'S NOTE: Mrs. Ross Lee Ingram, j$-yearold widow
and mother of fourteen children. Aas been sentenced tohk for thke
slaying of.a white farmer near Kllaville, Ga. Tico of her. sons also
were sentenced to die. Because of the national interest in this case,
The Pittsburgk Coxrier sent its news editor, Robdert M. Ratciiffs, to
Albany. Ga., to get her life story. TAis is the first installment.

g\ SWEATER IN INGRAM CASE—Mrs. Rosa Lee
.~ =~jor death sentence for the slaying of a white
- Ellaville, Ga., shows Robert M. Ratcliffe.
The Pittsburgh Courier, her sweater. which
zrmer tore while beating her with a gun and
s Tuture was made in the county jail in Albany.
_C-.-rare Photo.

{AS TOLD TO ROBERT M. RATCLIFFE, NEWS EDITOR OF THE PITTSBURGH COURIER)

"chandbocmlwoqldn’tgoinhfhccombmwhhIlil-n...l-lehodtri«iti\ro,,eﬁmesto

mdomgohht:foemhmadbave something to do with him." Those were the words that fell from

Mrs. Rosa Lee Ingram, 40-yeor-old widow and mother of fourteen children, as she be-
telina ma her life story—a story that may have a sad ending becouse she dared oppose Dixie's “white

“
ulpnmocy.

Mrs. Ingram, a reddish
brown woman with Indian
features, is under a death sen-
tence for the November, 1947
slaying of a white sharecrop-
per, dJohn Ethron Stratford.
66. Sentenced to die with her_
are two of her sons, Wallace.
16, and Sasmmy Lee, 14.

“He brought that killing on
himself.” she said. rubbing
her shoeless feet over the dus-
jtv concrete floor®of the col-
ored women's cell in tne
Doughertv County jail.

“He never tried %o Tape n:e . ..
He ;ust tried . compel e Mrs.
Iagram placed fec harcds over Ler
,face and said. I sure hate what
‘happened.”

1 speat thiee nours witx Mrs
Inzram. Ste -2t in the orly rkaiv
:n the rocm wiica has space fer
six priscrners. Har imprisoned :=ons
rad been allowed 1o Visz her
There were two other wormenR
_prisopers. Ore wa:z sobbicg. %e

olrer cursing

Mrs. Ingram evpiained that shz
and Stratford n:d adjolning o0t

couses—a small dundicg on e
;and whica trey ~orked as snare-
croppers rear Ellaviile. Ga.
| Spe scared tzordugh ron bars.
~cAfter my huetand died last Au-
gust e and my iwo cidest toys
carmed ca the-fzrdl work. We was

NEXT WEEK

Mrs. Ingram tells how
she met her husband,
about the fourteen chil-
dren bom to them, and
whot coused her hus-
band’s death.
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'He Tried to
Go With Me

—Mrs. Ingram
{Cmiumd—_t:m Page 1)

ing me.
“Wallace kept saying: Mr. Stra
ford, pleass stop beating mama’.

“Then Wallace picked up the gun
from the road and started besting)
Mr. Stratford.” .

Mrs. Ingram looked out of the
window at the yelping dogs that
guard the county jall.

“Wae left Mr. Stratford ia the
road and went home” she said
when questioned again.

“As soon as X came to my sensss,
I sent one of my children to a
nearby houss on the highway. I
told the child to tell the people to
call the man who ownms the farm
and tell him what happened. About
one hour later, a crowd of men

and a hoe. They said we used the
hammer and hoe to kill Mr, Strat-
ford They told my boy, James
they’d kill him if he didn’t suy we
beat Mr. Btratford to death with
the hammer and hoe.”
The life story of Mrs. Rosa Lee
is a pathetic story. It's
a story of poverty, the good earth,
children, love—and “white su-

premacy.”

It's the story of a Negro share-
cropper aguinst a white share-
cropper.

It is typieal of the poor Negro
farmers in the South. .

Now she is a prisoner—a prisoner
in_Georgia—because she dared op-!
pose ths thing called “white m—|

premacy.

John Ethron Stratford was a
sharscropper—a Wwhite sharecrop-
per—until one of Mrs. Ingram’s

Hs was white. “White supremacy”
was his god. It is the unwritten
law of the Bouth, and it gave bim
the right to stand above a poor
Negro sharecropper. It gave him
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